Attorney Juanita Holmes
Juanita Holmes graduated from the University of Washington School of Law in 1985, and
has been in the practice of law since that time. She is admitted to practice in the State of
Washington, as well as in the United States District Court for the Western District of
Washington and the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.
Following law school, Ms. Holmes practiced family law for three years before joining
The Defender Association, where she worked for over fifteen years. During her tenure at
The Defender Association, Ms. Holmes practiced both civil and criminal law. In the civil
arena, she represented parents and children in dependency cases and mentally ill persons
in civil commitment cases. In the criminal arena, she represented both adults and
juveniles in both misdemeanor and felony cases.
As a criminal defense attorney, Ms. Holmes has handled many serious felony cases.
During her last four years at The Defender Association, she represented primarily clients
facing a life sentence under Washington’s “Three Strikes” law. Ms. Holmes has taken
many cases to trial, including murder, three strikes and serious sex offenses. She has won
acquittals, dismissals or lesser-included offenses in many cases. She has also obtained
exceptionally low sentences for many clients who were convicted.
Ms. Holmes began private practice with two partners, Jeff Ellis and Steven Witchley in
2004. She decided to start her own practice in 2014. Her practice consists of a variety of
adult, juvenile, felony, and misdemeanor criminal cases. Since being in private practice,
Ms. Holmes won a not guilty verdict at trial on a first-degree murder charge, with the jury
hanging (unable to decide) on the lesser included offenses. Ms. Holmes has handled a
number of other serious cases since being in private practice with favorable results.
These include homicide and persistent offender cases.
Ms. Holmes is a member in good standing of the Washington State Bar Association.
Ms. Holmes was born and raised in Salem, Oregon. She received her Bachelor of Arts
degree from Whitman College in 1981, with a major in economics and minor in English
literature. In her leisure time, Ms. Holmes enjoys playing the violin, singing, dancing,
skiing and bicycling.
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